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strengthening its prohibitions. The preventive censorship was
raised in the first instance for correspondents of the foreign
newspapers, except with regard to dispatches relating to the Chief
of the State or affecting the safety of the State (Renter, January 25,
1941), then for the whole Press of the unoccupied zone (Statement
by the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Information, Le Figaro y
March 9, 1941).
. The system of the repressive censorship, directed to-day by
Antoine-Marie Pietri, assisted by Rene Vallet, is singularly like
the' German system. It would be a serious mistake to think that
it is more liberal than the one it succeeded. The newspapers are
still bound to conform to orders equally strict. The Jour was
suspended from April 23 to April 27, 1941, Figaro on April 28 and
29, and again in June, the Mot d'Ordre and the Tribune Republicaine
at the end of April.    Temps Nouveaux^ a Catholic weekly published
in Lyons, was suspended in May for four weeks.
When the Maison de la presse parisienne was opened in Lyons,
on April 18, 1941, Paul Marion, die Deputy Secretary-General to
the Ministry of Information, made this formal declaration: <eBy
order of the Government I demand complete uniformity with
reference to foreign problems. Newspapers that disobey these
orders will render themselves liable to the severest penalties."
If a periodical publication is suspended all salaries and wages
must continue to be paid (Law published June 20, 1941).
In spite of the severity of the system certain papers nevertheless
allow the real feelings of the French people to show between the
lines* This is true of the Temps ^ the Jour, and Figaro. On March
30,  1941, Wladimir d'Ormesson in Figaro declared that he would
refrain from treating foreign problems, for "the greater part of
France is in a prison, and the play is not played out"; and he
concluded:   "Since to-day we are condemned to impotence, let
us think only of the France of to-morrow.    And I am sure my
readers will understand what I mean."
His readers understood.
Fernand Laurent, placed under arrest for a time, adopted the
same attitude.
In Paris the censorship is in the hands of Sieburg, former
correspondent of the Frankfurter Zeitung, assisted by Jean Luchaire
(VPeltwoche, October 4, 1940).
The German Command decided at the beginning of April 1941
that dailies in the occupied zone should no longer appear on
Sunday evening and Monday morning, and that the issues of
Saturday and Sunday should be merged together, without any
lowering of salaries or wages. After a total disappearance of the
Paris-papers from June n to June 14, it was the Victoire that was